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val and modern world. Less concerned with the 
relation of the Latin to older languages than with 
its relation to those which have grown out of it, he 
should understand, in other fields also, the sway 
exercised by the mighty tradition of Rome even 
through the ages when the Forum was a cattle-pas- 
ture and the Colosseum a quarry. Every feature 
of Rome's transmitted life, in architecture and the 
other arts as well as in literature and philosophy 
and law and political ideals, should have its place 
in his final impression of the subject, which should 
embrace the suggestions of the excavated Forum 
and the scattered pavements of Roman highways 
all over the territories of the empire, of Saint 
Peter's basilica and the Christianized Pantheon, and 
of the treasures of the Vatican as well as the im- 
palpable accumulations in the museums of language. 
Now at length, in addition to all he has got from 
his Latin that is linguistic and indispensable, he will 
be in a position to appreciate somewhat the quality 
of the civilization that is reflected from the focus 
of the ancient world. Allan P. Ball 

College of the City of New York 



REVIEWS 

Essentials of Latin. By Henry Carr Pearson, of 
the Horace Mann School, New York. New 
York: American Book Co. (1905). Pp. 320. 
The aim of this book, as stated in the preface, is 
to prepare pupils in a thorough fashion to read 
Caesar's Gallic war. No great knowledge of Eng- 
lish grammar is taken for granted but the syntacti- 
cal points are carefully and simply explained from 
an English point of view. All explanations and 
notes, with the exception of foot notes, are printed 
in the same size type as the paradigms and sen- 
tences, thereby helping the pupil to feel the impor- 
tance of reading or learning the same. In each 
lesson, after a paradigm or principle of syntax has 
been given, attention is called to the important 
points and questions are asked which direct the at- 
tention and still leave the work to be done by the 
pupil. This is a great saving in time in the reci- 
tation, and gives a more definite help than when 
the book must be constantly explained and elabo- 
rated upon by the teacher. The vocabulary is 
shorter than in most books for beginners, but, as 
only those words are used that will be needed in 
reading Caesar, at the end of the year fully as much, 
if not more, has been gained as if more words had 
been given. 

Nearly every lesson contains review exercises in 
translating from Latin into English and from Eng- 
lish into Latin, making use of the vocabulary and 
constructions of the preceding lessons. Occasional 
reading lessons occur in which the story of the first 
ten chapters of Caesar's campaign against the Hel- 
vetians is simply told 



The first seventy lessons contain all the construc- 
tions of syntax necessary before beginning to read 
Caesar. The topics are so grouped that four or 
five lessons are devoted to one subject before pass- 
ing on to a new one. 

After these preparatory lessons, six lessons are 
added containing explanations of the use of condi- 
tional sentences, wishes, indirect discourse, the im- 
personal use of verbs, and periphrastic conjuga- 
tions. These may be taken up while reading Caesar 
or may be introduced before. They do not depend 
on any of the preceding lessons and may be taken 
up in connection with any other lesson or in any 
order that the teacher may wish. 

The selections for reading in the back of the 
book comprise, first, stories of Roman History from 
Viri Romae, then the first 20 chapters of Book II 
of the Gallic war, in simplified form. 

In the appendix the tables of declension, conju- 
gation, etc., are given, with the English meanings 
for the forms of the regular verbs, except in the 
subjunctive. Then follows a brief synopsis of the 
Rules of Syntax, summarizing the uses of the dif- 
ferent cases, the subjunctive mood, etc.; this synop- 
sis did not appear in the first edition. 

Especially worthy of note is the clear and simple 
manner of presenting the construction of the verb 
forms. Each tense is explained carefully; then, 
after the six tenses of the active voice have been 
given, a summary of their formation is made on 
page 49. In the case of the imperfect subjunctive 
it seems to the writer of this review a mistake to 
explain the form as the present infinitive plus the 
personal endings. 

The whole book, in its simplicity and clearness, 
is one which the average pupil can readily master, 
and, after practical experience with this and sev- 
eral others both in beginners' classes and with pri- 
vate pupils, the reviewer feels that it justifies its 
existence among its numerous rivals by really ac- 
complishing its aim. Helen Ives Haioht 
Miss Knox's School, Briarcliff Manor, N. Y. 



Sprechen Sie Lateinisch? Moderne Konversation in 
Lateinischer Sprache. By Georg Capellanus. 
Fourth Edition. Leipzig: Koch. Pp. 119. 
2 nik. 
From those who believe with Michael Finsbury, 
in Robert Louis Stevenson-Lloyd Osbourne's The 
Wrong Box, that there is "nothing like a little ju- 
dicious levity", or who would answer nihil to Cice- 
ro's question in the Tusculans, Quid est dulcius otio 
litteratof, this little book, with its interesting, 
sprightly, and sparkling dialogue, is sure to receive 
a welcome. Keeping far from the madding crowd 
of mechanical and stilted phrases usually found in 
books of this kind, and holding itself aloof from the 
vapidity of the Ollendorfian method, it is decidedy 
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refreshing. By those who are students of language 
the book will be read with both pleasure and profit. 
To them it is a matter of no little interest to watch 
the turning of an expression of modern life into a 
language of ancient times. To the uninitiated who 
regard Latin as a dead language it will be startling 
to see such a language made the vehicle of the ex- 
pression of phrases so decidedly alive as Do you 
wish me to telephone to our friend? {visne amico 
nostro per {Hum aeneum voce nuntiemf), Give the 
conductor a couple of cigars! {da vectuario aliquot 
stilos tabacil), She will be my partner in the first 
waltz {ilia erit socio mea in prima saltatione Vindo- 
bonensi), or of such as She expects to become a 
nun, Do you take cream and sugar in your coffee?, 
I gave him a tip, Give me two hard-boiled eggs, I 
scarcely recognized him on account of his mous- 
tache, Let's play billiards (chess), etc., etc. The 
English reader cannot but gaze with interest upon 
the English thought as it appears clad in a Latin or 
German dress, and a comparison of the three 
'dresses' is instructive. Some might object that the 
Latin is not always Ciceronian. But how can one 
express in the phraseology of the great Tully 
thoughts that were never dreamt of in his philos- 
ophy! It is remarkable, however, to see how many 
of the editor's renderings rest upon the solid foun- 
dation of classical or post-classical usage. The 
book, moreover, is not without its practical side, 
judged from the point of view of the class-room. 
Here it will be of service in removing from the 
students' minds their feeling of the strangeness and 
artificiality of all things Latin and in routing the 
settled conviction that Latin is adequate for the ex- 
pression of naught but what is solemn, sedate, sober, 
or arid and uninteresting. This book can be used 
to exorcise such evil spirits. It is an effectual 
remedy for such a malady! With it, too, one 

can easily extend and enrich the colloquia in the 
First Latin Book, and use it as a means to enliven 
a recitation and to vitalize an ancient language. 

The book closes by giving the Latin equivalents of 
some modern cities and countries, and with a col- 
lection of curiosities in metrical manipulation, e. g. 
a verse that is both an hexameter and a pentameter. 

Emory B. Lease 

College of the City of New York 



A Beginner's Book in Latin. By David Saville 

Muzzey, Ph. D., of the Ethical Culture School, 

New York City. New York: Longmans, 

Green and Co. (1906). Pp. ix + 231. 

Teachers are disposed to cherish the belief that 

they can clothe the stark skeleton of the text-book 

with the vital beauty of their own thought. If 

this assertion be true, we shall suffer some jealous 

pangs in the use of Dr. Muzzey*s work, for, like 

Lane's Grammar, it commits the solecism of being 



interesting. What shall the instructor do when 
the author himself so pleasantly and ingeniously and 
wittily expounds his doctrine, save point to the 
pages of this "human document" and say simply, 
"read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest". As a 
correspondence course, it would be delightful; but 
I wonder whether I should have the moral courage 
to abdicate my right of "making the book interest- 
ing", and to allow my pupils to step within the 
circle of the charm which this familiar and dis- 
cursive manual displays. 

The plan followed is unique. For seventy-three 
mortal pages — no, not mortal, for that means dead- 
ly — but for seventy-three possibly immortal pages 
the accidence is exploited, and that alone ; but so 
nimbly do the unsubstantial forms flit about us that 
even where the paradigms are thickest we gain an 
impression of reality, "cava sub imagine formae". 
Let the critic who denounces this innovation — or 
resurrection — as altogether bad at least read Dr. 
Muzzey's Preface, and consider his contention that 
it is well for the pupil to take a rapid- excursion 
through this part of the subject before settling down 
to the more leisurely contemplation, "lustrat dum 
singula", which the later lessons promise and so 
at one stroke to be delivered from the paralysing 
thought that an ever retreating horizon marks his 
goal. 

I think there is a place for this book. Person- 
ally, I should not want to use it with beginners, and 
do not feel capable of the tour de force which would 
insure its success; but yet it seems as if there 
were a niche which it would exactly fill. After 
the first year's work is ended, this book could be 
effectively used to clinch and weld the facts already 
learned. It bristles with the passwords of the 
craft, the things which must be taught and which 
most authors — for prudential reasons, perhaps — 
keep for oral delivery to their own pupils. It is 
a splendid book for a young teacher to read, for that 
very reason. Surely there could be no more ideal 
review of forms than these same seventy-odd pages; 
enthusiastic, alive with the spirit of the teacher, giv- 
ing at every turn a new standpoint from which to 
view an old fact, and so changing the flat picture 
to a solid by a stereoscopic vision of its details. 

Now, Latin as Latin is none too much taught. 
There is a fatal weakness in the prevalent habit of 
shifting, as soon as Caesar is begun, from the study 
of a language to the study of an author. If our 
pupils are to be convinced of the benefits of study- 
ing Latin, they must learn to regard it as an in- 
strument, flexible and precise, not as a hieroglyphic 
to be deciphered, feebly telling a tale that were much 
better told otherwise. This they will never do if 
they are prematurely dazed by the periods of Caesar, 
while unbraced by the free gymnastic of much ac- 
tual use of the language for the toil of keeping pace 



